
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 24, 2019 
 
Dear HOPE, 

Once again, it is my privilege to send out to you a summary of the many things that we saw 
God do in 2019 here at HOPE Christian Fellowship.  There have been many exciting moments this 
past year.  So, with that in mind I’ll jump right in. 

Starting with the organizational side of our church, we started this year looking to fill the staff 
positions in our youth and children ministries.  After a nation-wide search, we realized that the best 
people for the job were right here.  By the grace of God, both Hwee Ching with children and Chelsea 
with youth took the step of faith to take on staff leadership roles.  Thanks to them for their 
faithfulness and to many of you as well, who have stepped up to support them in volunteer roles and 
prayer.  In addition, our facility has added a long-awaited feature in the form of a playground and 
revamped patio area.  Our hope and prayer is that along with the children that come to church every 
Sunday, that the children from our community can use this space to play and connect with their 
neighbors and their creator.  In July, we celebrated with our kingdom partners FCBC SGV as they 
moved into their own permanent facility after renting space here for the past ten years.  We are 
excited for this new step in their ministry, even though it has felt a little lonely here since their 
departure. 

The Missional Living objective had some new doors open in 2019.  Over the summer, Hwee 
Ching led an intergenerational team, in partnership with Hummingbird Global Media, to a refugee 
community in El Cajon.  There they facilitated a version of the Arts Camp experience that had been 
presented the last couple of years here at HOPE.  Chelsea began leading the youth on periodic service 
opportunities with a local food closet.  And really, I could go on and on talking about all the different 
ways people at HOPE are serving in the community.  In fact, to that end we have begun a monthly 
gathering we’re calling “missional community,” to provide a forum for people to share their stories 
of serving our neighbors.  We meet every month, and everyone is invited.  Hopefully you will take the 
opportunity to join us. 

The community component of our church has continued as a major strength.  We added a 
number of new HOPE groups this year to help people pursue their growth in Christ in community 
with others.  Jason and Marnie Reyes have stepped in to provide coaching and pastoral care to the 
growing number of HOPE group facilitators.  Our church family came together to provide connection 
opportunities for our neighbors as well.  In events such as our community Easter Egg hunt, All-
church Camping, Trunk-or-Treat, Thanksgiving Dinner, and Tree Lighting, we opened our campus, 
provided food and a reason for people to come out and mingle with their neighbors. 



In the area of worship, we began to take some steps into more focused experiences of 
worship.  Through Jonathan’s leadership we enjoyed dedicated worship nights throughout the year.  
Also, the Sunday morning prayer gathering has continued to grow both in numbers and fervor.  The 
fruit of both has had a tangible effect on our Sunday morning worship services as well as the 
expression of worship throughout the week in our taco stands. 

As we enter the last few weeks of the year, I’d like to thank you all for your continued 
faithfulness in giving to the ministry at HOPE.  As of November 20th, our offerings stand at 
$267,906.00, which means we are looking for $57,000 to come in over the last seven weeks of the 
year to meet our budget of $325,000.  This is very reachable if each one of us considers how we can 
give sacrificially to the ministry of our church.  As an additional point of emphasis this year, we will 
be directing 10% of the gifts given in December to our Benevolence Fund, which is the fund that we 
use to support those in need in our community.  This fund is used for the grocery and gas cards that 
we give out to the needy that knock on our door.  Over the course of this year we’ve given out $825 
in grocery and gift cards.  In addition, we’ve given out $3,318 in financial assistance to people in need 
both within our church and in the community. 

Of course, God showed up in many other ways in our church that I don’t have space to list 
here.  Whenever we have our community sharing times in our Sunday worship services, stories of 
God’s faithfulness and provision and love flow.  If there is a highlight of the year you think I’m 
missing, don’t forget to share it at our Year-in-Review lunch coming up January 29th.  Once again, 
thank you for doing church with us here at HOPE.  It is truly a privilege to be on mission with all of 
you as we seek to be catalysts for the expansion of the kingdom of God together. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

David Holcomb, Lead Pastor 
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